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Tring Festival 2009

As they say, third time lucky with the weather! The
Festival was a success and, as you will see from our
Chairman’s letter, very profitable.
Margaret and her team made a profit of £921.26,
well done girls.

Margaret Leishmsn
A BUSY TIME AT THE BRIDGE CAFÉ

WITH THE MODEL LIFEBOAT COMING TO THE
RESCUE

Also a great success at the Festival was the mini-
bus service organised by Nigel Williams enabling
visitors to ride to Drayton Beauchamp and see our
lining work in progress.

Another great success was the use of Heras fencing
on the Festival site that proved to be a vastly
quicker and easier operation than the chestnut
fencing.

I have received a letter from our Chairman, Bob
Wheal, as follows:

28
th
 May 2009

Dear Roger,

2009 Tring Canal Festival

Would you do me a favour?

Would you please pass on the thanks of all of us on
the Festival Committee, and from me as Trust
Chairman to all the Restoration Team and Bridge Café
volunteers for all the hard work put in over the Festival
Weekend.?

The good weather meant that the crowds turned out,
and spent, spent, spent.

Restoration Funds grew by £40,000 to £45,000 (final
figure always takes a while as bills and contributions
still come in after the event), so your team can carry
on using materials for a while yet!

Special thanks to the volunteers who stood by the
display boards in the Trust Marquee, explaining all the
technical details to the bewildered and bemused
public.

Well done to us all, and once again, thanks.

Yours faithfully
Wendover Arm Trust

Bob Wheal
Chairman

May Working Party

The Stage 1 mooring wall was backfilled and the
bank leading to the wing walls blended in at each
end. The banks at each end of the mooring wall
were blended in to the wing walls with
concrete, one end over the weekend, the other at
Pete Bowers’ weekday working party.
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The offside bank was graded to final profile so as
to be able to line this length for the public to see
work in progress over the Festival weekend.

On Saturday and Sunday KESCRG took on the
task of laying the 50 metre blinding for the
mooring wall that is an extension of the offside
wing wall at Bridge 4. They made an excellent job
of this using an excavator and our large mixer on
site for concrete. Many thanks to KESCRG, we
do value your regular visits to our restoration site.

We also continued cutting Bentomat, both at the
weekend and at Pete Bowers’ weekday working
party – the new cutting platform has vastly
improved this operation.

Over the weekend we welcomed the visitors from
Kingdom Tours of Aylesbury during which they
were able to walk from Wendover to Buckland
Wharf on Saturday and on Sunday going from
Bulbourne to Little Tring by trip boat, a visit to
Tringford Pumping Station and then walk from
Little Tring to Buckland Wharf, seeing restoration
in progress at first hand. This was the first organised
trip boat visit to the Arm since the completion of
Phase I that allowed a wide beam boat to ‘wind’ in
the basin at Little Tring.

Another May Working Party

As restoration is so far behind due to weather
conditions, it was decided to carry on with work at
Drayton Beauchamp over the Festival as well as
manning the restoration display stand in the Trust
Marquee and running the mini-bus trips to Drayton
Beauchamp.

As you will see from the photograph, the fine
weather enabled us to make good progress:

� Profiling was completed on the offside up to the
east end of the mooring wall,

� Bentomat was laid on the towpath bank together
with blocks and coir rolls up to the mooring
wall,

� A further 20 metres of bed lining was completed
bringing lining almost up to the mooring wall,

� Bentomat was laid on the offside bank nearly up
to the east end of the mooring wall and all
bottom blocks laid and most of the blocking
above completed as well as coir rolls until we
ran out of rolls.

Roger Leishman
COMPLETED WORKS AT DRAYTON BEAUCHAMP

AFTER THE FESTIVAL WORKING PARTY

At the Festival we were able to treat the weeds at
Whitehouses to stop further growth and strim the
front. We were not able to strim any further thanks
to the thieves who raided our store at Tringford and
stole the strimmer.

June 11th weekday working party

Pete Bowers and his helpers will be bending
reinforcement and rolling 4 metre lengths of
Bentomat that they cut in May onto cores that were
released during the Festival. Please give Pete a ring
if you can help him at this working party.

July Working Party

Quite a few of us will be away in July but Ray Orth
is hoping for enough volunteers to profile the 1 in 3
slope in front of the mooring wall and line it with
the 3 metre wide strips of Bentomat covered with
concrete blocks.  As he will have to hire plant for
this work it is very important that you let him know
if you are coming on any of the days of this work
party. Please do this as soon as possible.

August Working Party

This is our ‘working week’ when we hope to make
great inroads into the lining from the mooring wall
to the end of Stage 1.  Apart from profiling both
banks, lining them with Bentomat, laying concrete
blocks with coir rolls and spoil above, lining the bed
and covering it with spoil, we will have to fence the
towpath off from the mooring wall to the end of
Stage 1.
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In this connection I would like the older members
among our volunteers to take days off during the
nine days. To do this effectively it is important that
you let Ray or myself know when you are available
and how flexible you can be so that we can schedule
the work, ready-mix deliveries and plant hire. The
work does not require large numbers every day but
the scheduling of plant operators will be critical. If
Ray can complete the lining of the slope in front of
the mooring wall in July, the first operations will be
to rough out and profile both banks and place the
first Bentomat lining on the towpath bank next to
the mooring wall. By Monday it is planned to use
ready-mix concrete to fill the gap between the wall
and the blocks, ‘sculpt’ the transition from bank to
mooring wall at both ends plus a sleeping
policeman and then to use as much spoil as possible
to cover the Bentomat bed lining up to the end of
the mooring wall as well as placing spoil above the
coir rolls. Once the end of the mooring wall has
been reached, 20m of both banks that have been
profiled will be lined with Bentomat, blocked and
coir rolled and then the profiling/lining process
repeated until we run out of days!

Coir rolls

As most of you know, Ron Pittaway sourced a
supply of coir rolls direct from a manufacturer in
India at roughly half the cost of buying them in the
UK. They have arrived in the UK and Ron will be
asking for your help in unloading a 40ft container
with 350 rolls at Little Tring in the next few days.
This is enough for one stage so this delivery will
keep us in business until we are into Stage 2.

A PHOTO SENT TO US BY THE FIRM IN INDIA
SHOWING THE COIR ROLLS READY FOR SHIPPING

Theft at Tringford Store

As most of you know the Trust store at Tringford
Pumping Station was broken into between Pete
Bowers’ working party on May 14th and Ray Orth
visiting the store the following day. Both poker
vibrator engines, two water pumps, the diesel driven
hydraulic breaker, a strimmer and six cameras left
by Barry Martin for sale at the Festival were stolen.

At the same time the BW oil store (with a high
security lock!) was broken into. It appears that there
was a local crime wave because a chemist in Tring
was burgled and four cars parked above Little Tring
Bridge, also cars in the Wilstone Reservoir car park
were broken into.

The police were called but it is unlikely that
anything will be recovered. We are now in the
process of making an insurance claim.

Have you lost a key ring?

Ray Orth has found a key ring with a few keys on it
on our site at Drayton Beauchamp. Unless it was
dropped by an intruder on our working site, it seems
likely that it was dropped by one of our volunteers.
Please contact Ray if you think that it is yours.

Insurance

It is incumbent on anyone, regardless of age, to
inform the Trust in writing if they suffer from any
medical condition that could in any way affect their
ability to carry out their work as a Trust Work Party
Volunteer.

Web Site

The address of the Trust Restoration web site
managed by Oliver Revel (that is linked to the main
Trust site) is:

http://wendovercanal.org.uk/

The number of e-mail recipients of this newsletter is
increasing; please let me know if you wish to join
them as it saves me time and the Trust
postage/printing costs.
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General Notes.

All volunteers receive and sign for the Trust’s
Restoration Handbook that includes full Health and
Safety requirements for the restoration works. The
Handbook is the property of the Trust; if you leave
the working parties for any reason, please return
your Handbook to either Ray Orth or myself. It has
now been updated for re-issue to all volunteers.

Hard hats for use at all times and high visibility
jackets to be worn on sites with mobile plant in use
are kept in the store at Tringford and must be
drawn/returned there.

One first aid kit is kept in the store; another is kept
in the VW Transporter for use on site.

Also available in the Transporter are ear defenders
and goggles that must be worn when using
strimmers,
angle grinders, concrete breakers and the like.

Individual volunteers must provide their own gloves
and footwear with reinforced toecaps.

We normally work from 9am to 5pm (or dark if
earlier!) when we are hiring plant or taking delivery
of ready-mix concrete early in the morning.

There are breaks for morning tea/coffee, packed
lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own
food and drink.

DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES

Thursday 11th June Little Tring Bending reinforcement and rolling Bentomat onto cores.
Friday 3rd July to
Tuesday 7th July

Drayton Beauchamp Prepare and line 1 in 3 slope at foot of mooring wall.

Saturday 8th August to
Sunday 16th August

Drayton Beauchamp Continue Stage 1 lining

Friday 4th September to
Tuesday 8th September

Drayton Beauchamp Continue Stage 1 lining

Thursday 10th September Bridge 4 Base formwork at mooring bay unless higher priority work
arises

Friday 2nd October to
Tuesday 6th October

Drayton Beauchamp Continue Stage 1 lining

Thursday 8th October Bridge 4 Base formwork at mooring bay unless higher priority work
arises

Roger Leishman, Restoration Director.  7 Hall Park, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 2NU.
                                                                 (Tel:01442 874536, e-mail rleishman@ukgateway.net)

DATE  (2009) WORKING AT WORK TO BE DONE
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WORK PARTY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE TO MAY 2009

Sun 9th Aug Drayton
Beauchamp

R Leishman/
 R Orth

P Cardy

Mon 10th Aug Drayton
Beauchamp

R Leishman/
 R Orth

P Cardy

Tue 11th Aug Drayton
Beauchamp

R Leishman/
 R Orth

P Cardy

Wed 12th Aug Drayton
Beauchamp

R Leishman/
 R Orth

P Cardy

Thur 13th Aug Drayton
Beauchamp

R Leishman/
 R Orth

P Cardy

Fri 14th Aug Drayton
Beauchamp

R Leishman/
 R Orth

P Cardy

Sat 15th Aug Drayton
Beauchamp

R Leishman/
 R Orth

P Cardy

Sun 16th Aug Drayton
Beauchamp

R Leishman/
 R Orth

P Cardy

Fri 4th Sept Drayton
Beauchamp

R Leishman

Sat 5th Sept Drayton
Beauchamp

R Leishman

Sun 6th Sept Drayton
Beauchamp

B Fletcher

Mon 7th Sept Drayton
Beauchamp

R Leishman

Tue 8th Sept Drayton
Beauchamp

R Leishman

Thu 10th Sept Bridge 4 Pete Bowers N/a N/a

The name of the person in charge on a particular day/site is printed in italics.
P Bowers        01255 504540 or 07880 744730             R Leishman    01442 874536 or 07850 170858

       R Orth             01494 786868 or 07733 092034             R Fletcher      01494 812087

Date (2009) Location Excavator
Drivers

Dumper
Drivers

Other Volunteers

Thu 11th June Little Tring P Bowers N/a N/a

Fri 3rd July Drayton
Beauchamp

 R Orth R Orth
P Cardy

Sat 4th July Drayton
Beauchamp

 R Orth B Fletcher
P Cardy

Sun 5th July Drayton
Beauchamp

 R Orth B Fletcher
P Cardy

Mon 6th July Drayton
Beauchamp

 R Orth R Orth

Tue 7th July Drayton
Beauchamp

R Orth R Orth

Sat 8th Aug Drayton
Beauchamp

R Leishman/
 R Orth

P Cardy


